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TITLE: CLEANING AFTER A MEASLES CASE 

A printed copy of this document may not reflect the current, electronic version on MyNH. 

APPLICABILITY: For all sites and facilities 

RELATED 
REGIONAL 
POLICIES: 

1-11-6-1-2-720:  Infection Control Precautions: maternity, 
Nursery, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
1-11-1-3-070:  Routine Practices 
4-1-1-070:  Hand Hygiene 

5-1-5-060:  Prevention and Management of Occupational 
Exposure to Communicable Disease 
1-11-1-3-010: Airborne Precautions 
5-1-2-2-030:  Respiratory Protection 

1-22-7-4-020: Outbreak Management: Response Team 
5-1-5-050:  Immunization Status Reporting 
8-2-1-020: Environmental Cleaning for Prevention and Control 
of Infections 

5-1-2-2-010:  Personal Protective Equipment (WH&S) 
8-2-1-010:  Waste Management 
 

RELATED 
REGIONAL 
PROCESSES 

Cleaning Patient Rooms: Acute Care 
Personal Protective Equipment: EVS  

Chemicals: EVS 
Cleaning Resident Rooms: Complex Care 
Outbreak Cleaning 
Room Cleaning, Guest Suite, Short Term, Occupied/Discharge 

Cleaning Examination Areas, Treatment Areas and Outpatient 
Clinics 
 

DEFINITIONS: Measles: Also called Rubella, is an infection caused by a 
virus. Can be serious and even fatal, especially to children 
under five years of age. Highly infectious and airborne. 

DOCUMENT QUICK LINKS  

• Safe Operating Procedures For EVS Chemicals  

• British Columbia Best Practices for Environmental Cleaning for Prevention and 
Control of Infections in All Healthcare Settings and Programs (PICNet) 
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• Control Measures for Suspected/Confirmed Measles (10-414-7030) 

• Management of a Suspected Measles Case 

• Precautions for Patients Suspected or Known to be Infected with Measles Algorithm 
(10-414-6243) 

KEY POINTS  

• After the room has been vacant for two hours (with the room door closed), 
EVS completes a precautions room clean, using the Cleaning Patient Rooms: 
Acute Care Process, paying particular attending to high touch surfaces. 

o Staff members are to confirm that the two-hour window is complete 
prior to beginning cleaning. 

• When patients are either unconfirmed or confirmed with Measles and have 
been allowed access to general areas, consult with Infection Prevention and 

Control for guidance.  

• When a suspected Measles case is encountered within complex care facility, 
follow the Outbreak Cleaning Process. 

PROCESS 

Patient Room 

1. Wait a minimum of two hours before entering a room where a Measles 

contamination has been confirmed. 

2. Perform hand hygiene. 

3. Don Personal Protective Equipment, including: 

a. N95 respirator 

b. Face shield 

c. Gown 

d. Gloves 

4. Complete a precaution room clean, following the Patient Rooms: Acute Care 

Process. 

a. EVS staff do not leave the room during a precaution room clean. 

5. Bag and label contaminated linen as heavily soiled. 

a. Contaminated linen is to be washed using the heavily soiled cycle 

setting. 

6. Clean high touch surfaces. 

7. Bag and tie off garbage prior to leaving patient room. 

8. Doff Personal Protective Equipment. 

http://docushare.northernhealth.ca/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-288968/10-414-7030.pdf
https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/Measles-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/Management%20of%20a%20suspected%20measles%20case.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=nEDXs6
https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/Measles-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/Management%20of%20a%20suspected%20measles%20case.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=nEDXs6
http://docushare.northernhealth.ca/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-288974/10-414-6243.pdf
http://docushare.northernhealth.ca/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-288974/10-414-6243.pdf
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https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SupportServicesProcesses-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/EVS%20-%20Outbreak%20Cleaning.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=4S2Myz
https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SupportServicesProcesses-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/EVS%20-%20Personal%20Protective%20Equipment%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=VEHU1R
https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SupportServicesProcesses-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/EVS%20-%20Cleaning%20Patient%20Rooms%20Acute%20Care.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=x8cGbN
https://healthbc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SupportServicesProcesses-IntranetNH/Shared%20Documents/EVS%20-%20Cleaning%20Patient%20Rooms%20Acute%20Care.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=x8cGbN
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a. Gloves and gowns are to be removed inside the room. 

b. Face protection to be removed outside the room. 

9. Perform hand hygiene. 

 

Facility (if patient is not immediately put on precautions and has had access to 
public areas) 

1. Perform hand hygiene. 

2. Don Personal Protective Equipment. 

3. Clean high touch surfaces on the ward. 

4. Follow the Outbreak Cleaning Process when cleaning of dining rooms, 

including tables/chairs and servery kitchens, continue for a 48-hour period 

following the outbreak being declared over. 

KEY WORDS 

Disease; terminal clean; discharge clean; precautions; airborne; contagious; 
Rubeola; infection; infectious;  
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