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Suspect Measles Reporting Form - Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of this form?

Reporting suspect cases enables timely follow up interventions by regional
Public Health, including before lab confirmation and depending on risk. The
goal is to reduce the spread and impact of measles on our communities and
health systems.

o Note that lab results can take several days due to specimen
transportation and testing times. Additionally, some patients may
decline testing, so clinician reporting enables regional Public Health to
follow up with clinically diagnosed suspect cases.

A key public health intervention is to offer vaccine or immune globulin as soon
as possible to non-immune contacts to prevent or reduce the severity of
measles infection from their exposure. There is a short time window for
administration of this post-exposure prophylaxis to ensure effectiveness.
Another key intervention is the prompt isolation of cases and non-immune
contacts, as well as the identification of community exposures, to reduce the
spread to settings and other people who may be at higher risk for
complications from a measles infection.

Reporting to regional Public Health also facilitates timely surveillance and
epidemiological monitoring, such as the rapid detection of new or a rise in
cases in a given community, issuing alerts and preparing health system
partners accordingly.

2. How will the information be used?

The information will be used by regional Public Health, specifically the
Communicable Disease and Infection Prevention teams, to rapidly follow up
with cases and contacts as outlined above. Fulsome completion of the form
further enables the triaging of cases and contacts for follow-up according to
risk.

3. How quickly does it need to be submitted after it is filled out?

Ideally, the form is completed upon initial suspicion of measles infection and
submitted immediately upon completion.

4. How do | complete the ‘level of suspicion’ section?

A "level of suspicion" in the context of differential diagnosis refers to the
likelihood that a specific condition is causing a patient's symptoms.



e This assessment helps the Communicable Disease team triage suspect cases
for follow up, allowing them to focus their efforts and resources efficiently.

e Please use clinical judgement to rate the level of suspicion; there is no wrong
answer.

5. Why does my name need to be included?

e Health care forms and documents typically have signature requirements.
While follow up by the Communicable Disease team involves contacting cases
directly, there may be some circumstances where the Infection Prevention
team, Communicable Disease team or a Medical Health Officer (MHO) are
seeking additional information. If this does happen, they will reach out to the
clinician or unit identified on the form.

6. Who do | contact if | have questions about the form?
e Site Leadership
e During business hours (Monday to Friday: 8:30am to 4:00pm)
o CD Hub: 1-855-565-2990
e Afterhours (weekdays after 4:00pm, weekends and statutory holidays)
o MHO On-Call: 1-833-214-3274



